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Pat Birdsall: Residenis for the Preservation of Sierra Madre (RPSM) steering committee member and Sealor Comimission board member,
couldn’t have been more clearas to whal approval of the One Carler Development could possibly mean for the future of Sierra Madre.

Welcome to Galletlyville (aka Glendale East),
Formerly Known as Sierra Madre

Councilmember Tonja Torress, betore votiag ta approve the One Carter Development.

Sierra Madre Hillsides From Chantry Flats Road to the Passionist Father’s Retreat House
Set for Future Development. Downtown Set for Possible 5+ Story Buildings.
One Carter Developer Greg Galletly to Develop 110 Acre Heflin Estate in Northeast Corner
of City, While Council, Manager & Attorney Write the City into a Legal & Financial
Corner in the Form of the Dewntown Specifc Plan and New Hillside Management Zone.

Downtown Specific Plan
to Cost $ Millions $

Water, Sewer & Traffic Infrastructure
Needed for Future Growth to be Paid for
by Current Residents.

The City of Sierru Madre's “Downtown Specific Plan™ (D5P) is on a fast frack
for approval. Unlike the Residential Canyon Zong, the Senior Housing project or
Publie Sufety, the Clly Coundil has mude the DSE u prlariy uber aifes (aver allh
Saveru} 8l #lans within the Specifie Plan have been submitiad by developaes and
ire baing ineluded fn the DSP A Site Plan is u plan for a specitic pisce of property
or properties within the Specific Plae area. These include the former Skilled Nurs-
ing Facility, all property owned by the Siesra Madre Congregational Church and the
former Howie’s Market location. .

Once the Downtown Specific Plan is approved, all individual Site plans within it
become law as well. There is approximately 400,000.00 square feet of new con-
structign'already approved for the Downtown arsu alone in the form of Site Plans,
wfl.th the Codgregatlonul Church making up approximately 50,000.00 square feet
of it,

Site plans would not be there unless the City had already beer working with the
developers all along, Once passed, residents will have no recourse 1o stop construc-
tion of such monolithic structures. Developers would also have a leygal basis for
suing the City, should the City try to stop them.

According to the Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmenzal Impact Report )

Continued on Page 7

- Hillside Task Force ‘Developing’
Sierra Madre’s Future

Voice of Hillside Preservation Squeeks while Voice of
Development Roars.

Sierra Madre’s Hillside Ordinance Task Force committes
started meeting twice monthly (on the first and third Thurs-
days) in January 2006,

The Task Force consists of councilmembers John Bu-
changn & Tonju Torres, former councllmember Maryanne
Muetlillavey, formes PTL”SM mernber Matguerite Seliuster,
former Los Angeles Clty Planner Gurdon Miiler, Planning
Commissloner John Hutt, Tree Commissioner Caroline
Brown and builder Christopher Allen. City Manager John
Gillison is the siaff and Sandra Levin is legal counsel,

Caroline Brown, John Hutt, Gurden Miller and Margue-
rite Schuster each own hillside property in Sierra Madre.

Thus far, it s difficult t& determine what their charge is
and who is in control of the committee’s direction, Members
¢lected councilmernber Tonje Torres us the Tusk Force chair-
person and Caroline Browsn us vice-chair. However, as coms
mittee member Maryanne MacGillavry stated at the February
23, 2006 meeting, “the attorneys will be writing the policy,”
This Is understandable given that it appears the only individ-
ual giving direction is Task Force counsel Sandra Levin of
Coluntuong and Levin,

Cathy Teegarden, representing Dorn-Platz was at every
Hillside Task Force meeting. [n most cases, she was the only
person in attendance besides the Task Force memebrs them-
selves.

Thus far the only veics for hillside preservation appears

10 be Ms. Schuster, who stated at an earlier meeting “1 want
to be restricted.” She was immediately shot dowa by her col-
leagues, including councilmembers Buchanan & Torres.

ask Force member Gurdon Miller sugpesied thut the *nat:
ural slope” of the hillside be detined by the eidest qvatluble
FReBFdS, Unmﬂunmuir Ul has been donsiderablg wiorution
(o Blerra Madre's hilixldes over the (nst 100 yeurs, Such a defi-
nition would provide a gaping loaphole for any developer, or
at least provide legal grounds by which to challenge the defini-
tion,

Anr individual concerned with preserving the hillside would
have recommended that the definttion be based on the current
state {or “stope™} of the hiilside {given that there doesn't scem
to be any interest in restoring them to there former stute} in
arder 1o eliminate any possible chollenges. The oaly portions
of Sierra Madre's hillsides that are still “natural™ are far too
steep to ever be built on. A majority of committee members
concurred with Mr. Miller and the most important aspect of
hiliside preservation was quickly and quietly dispensed with,

Stonehouse Homes LLC represented by Grep Galettly is -
currently in the process of developing the 110 acre Heflin Es-
faie, in the Northeast comer of Sierra Madre, The tentative
rzct map shows 35 new building sites in the canyon areas be-
tween the property's hilisides. The hillsides will be developed
onge W new Hillside Qrdinance has gone inte effeat,
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I Believe in (the):
~Freedom of Speech
~Right to Dissent
~Right to Criticize

- One’s Government 2

Gad Bless the United States of America! Betsy Ross and George Washington

. EDITORIAL

Zealous Christign Soldiers

For those that participated in and/or observed the events surrounding the
One Carter issue, you may remember the zealous nature in which Maranatha
patrons supported the One Carter development, Even after the Council ap-
proved the ill-conceived project, many fundamentalist Christians, apparently
full of themselves with their recent “victory” and fuli of what can only be
described as anger, went so far as to say on many occasions and in many
forums, that “‘Sierra Madre got what it deserved.” Essentially, asserting that
God smote Sierra Madre for not allowing the High School project to go
forward.

In fact, the One Carter development has little to do with religion or God, but
rather more to do with the Almighty Dollar. According to the Sierra Madre
Congregational Church’s website, these (“born again™) Christians believe
that “Money is cne of the resources the Lord has given us to use.” [don't re-
call anywhere in Genesis the Lord saying “Let there be money,” but extreme
fundamentalists have been making it up as they go along anyway.

As clients of the Evangelical Christian Credit Union (ECCU): a non-Feder-
ally chartered, financiat cooperative; they were also investors. Headquartered
in Orange County CA., the ECCU financed both Marapatha’s purchases of
One Carter in Sierra Madre and the Ambassador College property in Pasa-
dena. Both of which are slated for over-development., In my opinion, those
people are nothing but greedy, real estate speculators cloaked in the rubric of
“good will towards ali.”

The threat by Maranatha had nething to do with our Hillside Ordinance or
our Zoning Codes. However, the current City Attorney, (hired in my opin-
ion by the developer-friendly City Council to foil she City's defense of the
groundless lawsuit by Maranatha, and direct it into an unnecessary setile-
ment) has stated that he believes the current Hillside Ordinance is “legally
indefensible.”

‘Who made the assertion that Sierra Madre’s Hillside Ordinance was “legaily
indefensible? You ask! Maranatha-High School and Dom-Platz. 1t wasn’t
a judge, an independent, uninterested third party or the residents of Sierra
Madre. Instead, it was a development interest whose profits are dependent
on favorable City Council votes.

Maranatha filed a (Federal) Religious Land Use and Institutional Persons
Act lawsuit. The lawsuit had nothing to do with Sierra Madre's Hillside Or-
dinance. The lawsuit was predicated on the laughable assertion thai the City
discriminated against Maranatha’s right to freely practice is religion. The
property was zoned as Residential well before the high school purchased the
propetty, but for some unknown reason, Maranatha expected Sierra Madre
to make a considerable exception to its land use policy in order to satisfy
Maranatha’s special interests.

Marapatha simply used “{awsuit” as a means 1o intimidate the residents and
give the developer-pleasing Coyncil an excuse to rewrite the Hillside Ordi-
nance in such a way that the “new” Hillside Ordinance will, actually favor
development instead of preserving the hillsides. It's also worth noting that
the “new" Hillside Ordinance will not include the canyon areas between the
hills. Given that the City has repeatedly refused to enact a reasonable Resi-
dential Canyon Zone over the last ten years, the areas between the hillsides
will be completely vulaerable to unscrupulous development.

If the intent of the Hillside Ordinance be o preserve the hilisides as well as
the character of Sierra Madre, and the City is also in need of raising revenue,
my suggestion is to substantially increase permit and development fees,
However, at the time of printing and after three Hillside Task Force meetings,
neither the City Counctl nor the comimittes itself (chaired by councilmember
Tonja Torres) has a stated purpose for the Hillside Task Force.

Continued on Next Page
Editorial, Contitued from Page 2

With rumored starting prices for the smallest and least desirable paccels on
the One Carter. site starting at $900,000.00, Maranatha High School and the
ECCU stand to make a profit of approximately $30,000,000.00.

FYI: According to the State Department of Corporations the service address
for Dom-Platz and Stonehouse Homes LLC. (developer of the 110 acre Hef-
lin estate) is 210 S. Orange Grove in Pasadena. That address also happens to
be on the Ambassador College property owned by Maranatha and slated for
over development. According to the State Department of Corporations, the
agent for both Dorn-Platz and Stonehouse Homes LLC is Greg Galettly..

In a previous issue of this paper it-was stated that Maranatha had sold the
One Carter property to Dom-Plaiz. However, according to the Los Angeles
County Assessor’s office, the property is still owned by Maranatha High
School with tax bills going to Dorn-Platz’s offices in Glendale.
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Downtown Lowdown

By City Mouse

Sierra Madre Hires
Chief of Police

Marilyn Dizz will become Los
Angeles Couarty’s first-ever female
city police chief when she joins the
-Sterra Madre Police Departrent.in
mid-March, We welcome her! We
took forward to an equitable resolu-
tion of past issues and a seamless
transition under Chief Diaz.

Welcome fo the Evangelical
Village of Sierra Madre...

Readers may have heard about
the Downtown Specific Plan, but
have they heard ubout the Specific
Plan within the Downtown Specific
Pian for the Sierra Madre Congre-
gational Church? 1f you aren’t a
member of the SMCC, you prob-
-ably aren't aware of the tens of
thousands of square feet of reno-
vated and additional space to be
built aver the next three years, es-
tablishing SMICC as the preeminent
Evangelical Christian church in the
San Gabriel Valley,

Reminiscent of Herbert W.
Armstrong's former World Wide
Church of God’s site in Pasadena
{Ambassador College), SMCC
envisions a campus which would
include dormitories, classrooms,
assembly Ralls, a gymoasium, and
commercial operaticns 1o support
thousands of Evangelical Congre-
gationalists and its worldwide mis-
sions,

Favorable constructability as-
suranges by the Planning Depari-
ment led SMCC to sign a 4,700
square foot sub-lease with R/C
Madeler. This space will be used as
classroom and assembly spaces for
its SMCC Ministries. Also planned
along the boulevard are a canteen,
coffee shop, Christian news stand,
florist, and shops, as well as spe-
cialty boutiques offering handcrafts
from the many countries in which
the church operates. Local Christian
merchanits have been approached
about relocating to the scon (o be
built SMCC retail complex. Help
Wanted ads have been placed and
interviews have been taking place.

According to Tower Notes, Oc-
tober 20, 2005, a publication of the
SMCC, construction has already
begun:

The first smaller projects
have already begun, starting
with the seismic upgrade wnd
remodeting of the Hospitality
House. A new kitchen is being
installed, and new doors added
Jor convenient access to cluss
roomy and afficespace, Sgrv-
ing windows will enalile
snacks 1o be dispensed from
the kitchen (o people owtside.

Also underway is the
engineering work for relocation
of power lines and the place~
ment of other wiilities thar will
be needed as we build owr the
north side of our campus,

The next visible project will
be the remodeling of New Life
Center and the addition of a sec
ond floor over the one-story part
of the building to add several
new children's classrooms. Be-
yides adding clussroom space,
this project will make the
building stronger, provide for
more usable spaces in the exist
ing areas, and provide safer
exiting from the upsiairs.

SMCC claims 1o have raised
more than $3,500,000 of the esti-
mated $7,000,000 (for Phase 1} nee-
essary to build up and out on both
the rorth and sowh sidey of Sierm
Maudre Boulevard, and east along the
boalevurd. '

Kun Christinnsen, former Direc-
tor of Developmen for the City of
Sierra  Madre, reviewed SMCC's
master plan (called a Specific Plan
by the City) prior to leaving o work
for the City of Yorba Linda, and ac-
carding 1o Ken Cromecnes, SMCC
Business Administrator, Kurt indi-
cated that once the City had passed
the Downtown Specific Plan, it
would generadly mean a green light
for SMCC 1o build under the expe-
dited approval process. The Down-
town Specific Plan is expected to be
approved by the end of this month.

Be very clear -- once the Down-
town Specific Plan is approved, the
Master Plan/Specific Plan for the ex-
panded SMCC campus is automati-
cally approved. That is the meaning
of “expedited upproval process”.
No noticing, no public hearing, no
Pianning Commission, and no City
Council appeal.

Traffic Signals

Lust moath the Public Works depurte
ment very yuietly continued with down-
town traffic studies, Reliable sources
within the City indicated that RFQ’s

(Requests for Quotes) will be initiafly
solicited for trufiic monitoring devices
at the intersections of Baidwin Avenue
and Sierra Madre Boulevard, as well as
two other ocations.

Churches, Schools, and the
Sale of Aleoholic Beverages

The owners and proprictors of three
package liquor stores and & lounge are
unxiously mwuiting the outcome of the
pluntived elassroom aad gyanasiin ex:
pansion un the SMOC campus. Impact
eouid range from foreed closure Lo lim-
iling window advertising.

Extra Extral

City’s First Private Gated Devel-
opment

Dorn Plaiz submitted Teatative
Tract Map 06-01, Conditional Use
Permit 06-02 on Thursday, Janu-
ary 19, 2006 to'the City with the
intent of building 35 homes on the
hillside known 1o the community
as the Heflin Esiate. Are you a
nearby property owner? Be aware
that a Homeowners’ Association
is being formed and that & private
road will be built to access what
can only be described as luxury
estales, Anne Mclntosh, Develop-
ment Services Director informed
Cuthy Teegarden, Dorn Platz that
the applivition  was  ineomplete
and will need to be re-submitted.

Reason for Foot Dragging
on Canyon Specific Plan Re-
vealed

Connect the dots: the Hellin-
Dorn Platz application for the 1935
Swnchouse  Roud  development
would be impacted by a Canyon
Specilic Plan as well as a Billside
Ordinance.

Former Muayor Bart Doyle
declared three yeuars ago that he
expected the Planning Commis-
sion and Development Services to
present the plan for adoption prior
lo kis leaving office. Former De-
velopment Services Direclor Kurt
Christianson agreed to act as a
consultant t© fisalize the Canyon
Specific Plan for presentation in
December 2005, {t's almost spring
2006 and still there is no Canyon
Specific Plan.

Who in the City has enough
Juice to sund bay before the Com-
ity connects the dots? Will the
Heflin-Dorn Platz application for
the 1935 Stonchouse Road devel.
opment by impucted by & Cunyon
Specific Plan as well as a Hillside
Crdirunce.




