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ep. Adam  Schiff
played straight-man
this week on “The
Colbert Report,” a
Comedy Central
show that, in its “Better Know a
District” segment, strips away
whatever dignity may be left in
Congressional service.

-Host Stephen Colbert intro-
duced Schiff's 29th district,
lightly mocking such venerable
local institutions as Caltech
and the Rose Parade. But the
ptime target was Schiff, D-Pasa-
dena. Here is a representative
sample of the interview:

Colbert: After you were
elected, did you pass legislation
banning the very sort of unregu-
lated donations that helped
you win?¢

Schiff: Yes.

Colbert: Isn't that the politi-
cal equivalent of sleeping with
a prostitute and then strangling
her to hide your shame?”

:Fortunately for Schiff, he was
in on the joke. But still, how is a
self-respecting representative
to respond to that? Much of the
rest of the interview was taken
up with Colbert attempting to
give Schiff a $100 bill, and
Schiff declining.

‘When people talk about “the
clowns ‘in Congress,” they
aren’t talking about their come-
dic skills. And when matched
with a professional improvisa-
tional comic, a congressman
really has zero chance of seem-
ing funny. About the best he
can hope is to escape the experi-
ence without getting flustered,
or saying anything dumb (By
that test, Schiff succeeded).

Given that, why do the pro-
gram?

Observers often cite the toEu-
cal-advantages of opening one-
self to mockery-on a show that
young people conisider theit pii-
mary source of news.

But Schiff's district has been
safely gerrymandered. He won

his last race by 34 points, and

will probably win by a similar
margin this year. Ameng repre-
sentatives who have appeared
on the program, the average
margin of victory in 2004 was
44 points (That doesn’t count
the three who ran unopposed).
Do any of these peoplée need to
worry about the youth vote?

' More likely, they do the show
simply because it is fun. Schiff
told - reporter Lisa Friediman
that he had “a blast.”

*“You have to go into it with
the right attitude,” he said.
“You can’t take yourself seri-
ously at all.”

Consider the implications of

- this. If one’s incumbency is so

well protected as to make politi-
a& considerations essentially
egligible,” why not push the
velope of self-mockery a bit
figrther?
Last year, MP George Gallo-
way pretended to be a cat on
the British version of Celebrity
mﬁm Brother (The viewers later
vpted him off the show, and he -
riéturned to Parliament), Most
ifmovationis in reality télevision
start in Britain or Scandinavia
mmmomm coming here.
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“ PITCHING IN: Muir High School student Joel Ramirez, 16, employed through the Mentoring and Partnership for Youth Development
program, throws waste into a Dumpster Friday at the Lincoln Crossing construction site on Lincoln Avenue in Pasadena.

Construction program
builds futures for teens

BY ELISE KLEEMAN
Srarr WRTERR

LTADENA — Not everyone
is in agreement about the
progress of Lincoln Cross-
ing. The architect and
developer are still battling
Gmﬂamms themselves about the
design, and some local residents are
also ai odds.

One thing that everyone has
agreed omn, though, is that commu-
nity leaders have had great success
in finding jobs for Altadena resi-
dents, both in construction and in
the newly erected businesses.

If's not just the adults that are
reaping the rewards. For three hours
every day after school and three
maore on Saturdays, a band of high
school kids don hard hats and
steel-toed boots and get to work
sweeping, scrapping, sanding, and
m:ﬁmbm things in order.

“I'm getting paid — keeps me
looking good for all the girls,” said
Scott Escoe, a 12th grader at John

- Muir High School, who has been

waorking on the site for five months.

The pay isn't much — $7 an hour
— but the benefits go beyond the
money.

“We are really seriously trying to
build some real men here,” said
Tecumseh Shackelford, a retired
light equipment operator for the city
of Los Angeies.

Shackelford — “Shack” to the

- teens and many others who know

him — is the tireless force behind a
moveinent {0 get younger members
of this mostly minority community
off to a good start.

His efforts go well beyond the job
site.

Each of the eight boys working at
Lincoln Crossing signed a contract
that they would maintain a C grade
point average or risk losing their
jobs. Shackelford also-arranged a
series of extra classes he requires
them to take.

Every Saturday morning, they
return to school at John Muir where
the head janitor teaches them about
working in maintenance — from
buffing flocrs to which cleaning
chemicals not to mix,

‘I learned you have to be
responsible, that’s the
most important thing.”
Jorge Meza,
John Muir High School senior

In addition, every second Thurs-
day they learn general employment
skills like the significance of a good
handshake, how to fill out a job
application, and respect for an
employer’s property.

“I had to start teaching them how
to work together, how to come 1o
work every day, how to call when
they can’t come to work,” Shackel-
ford said of the boys when they first
started.

He's since recruited Cheryl Walters
of the non-profit organization
Friends It Is to lead the classes.

“T learited you have to be responsi-
ble, that's the most important
thing,” said John -Muir senior Jorge
Meza. )

“I think it's good because you're
more competitive,” said 10th grader
Ishmael Bracy about applying for
jobs, “You learn what to do and
what not to do.”

CLEANUP CREW: Teen workers Justin Wallace, ieft, and Scott Escoe, hoth 17, employed

These students are only a small
subset of many teenagers that Shack-
elford works with — including the 60
John Muir boys int the mentoring
program he chairs,

The program, Mentoring & Partner-
ship for Youth Development,
matches each teen with an adult in
the community. It also provides
daily speakers at lunch time, free
tutoring, and monthly fieldirips;
pancake breakfasts and round-table
lunches that emphasize job opportu-
nities, personal responsibility, and
self-respect.

In turn, the student's respect for
Shackelford runs deep. Whenever he
talks, they listen, and suggestions he
makes are heeded without question.

“The best fpart of the program] is
working with Shack,” Escoe said.

“It doesn’t matter where you come
from,” Meza said. “If you're rich or -
poor, you can do whatever you want
-— like Shack.”

This Friday night at the job site,
though, Eocmgm were on much
more pressing miatters: finishing
work, rushing home to shower, and
heading out for some fun.

elise kleeman@sgvn.com
(626) 578-6300 Ext.4451

through the Mentoring and Partnership for Youth Development program, sweep a grocery
store in the Lincoln Crossing construction site on Lincoln Avenue in Pasadena on Friday.
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